
 

 

Catch up Funding 2021 
 
Our school has been allocated £80/pupil of catch up funding to support childrens’ 
learning following the serious disruption to schools as a result of the pandemic. 
As the catch-up premium has been designed to mitigate the effects of the unique 
disruption caused by coronavirus (COVID-19), the grant will only be available for the 
2020 to 2021 academic year. It will not be added to schools’ baselines in calculating 
future years’ funding allocations. 
  
Using catch-up funding 
 
While schools can use their funding in a way that suits their cohort and 
circumstances, they are expected to use this funding for specific activities which will 
help pupils catch up on missed education. 
 
 

In making decisions about using the funding, we have focussed on: 

• Using evidence based research on proven strategies which work to narrow the 
attainment gaps and adapt these as necessary to meet the needs of our pupils 

• Ensure there is robust monitoring and evaluation in place to account for the use 
and impact of the Premium, by the school and governing body. 

• Are focused on clear short-term goals providing opportunities for pupils to 
experience success. 

• Recognise the fact that pupils who have fallen behind are not a homogeneous 
group and cover a wide range of needs. As such the strategies we use to 
raise attainment will take these group and individual needs fully into account. 

• Use high quality teaching and learning as the preferred way to narrow the gaps 
in attainment in the first instance.  

• Raise aspirations through access to high-quality and relevant educational 
experiences  

• Promote pupil’s awareness and understanding of their own thought process 
(metacognition) and help them to develop problem-solving strategies. 

• Ensure children emotional health and well-being are supported to the highest 
levels, enabling them to best access academic learning 

• Are for children in all year groups not just those in key end points 

• Are for the more able, not just those falling behind their peers. 

 

At Salhouse, we have used the funding to employ additional hours of a teacher who 
is well known to the children and who is skilled in assessing, planning, delivering and 
reviewing targeted support and intervention for children across the age and ability 
range, identified by their teachers as most in need. This teacher will work in close 
collaboration with colleagues to maximise benefits and minimise any time away from 
the full curriculum. 



 
Evidence outlined by the Education Endowment Fund shows that targeted support 
has a positive impact and is a key component of effective Catch-up.  
 
Outcomes: 

The aim is that pupils supported by this strategy will have higher rates of success in 
reducing gaps in understanding and will be able to tackle ‘age related expectation’ 
learning without gaps or misconceptions as barriers to learning. When effective, 
pupils will gain/regain self-confidence, esteem and independence with their learning. 
Pupils able to work at greater depth are supported to do so. 
 
Accountability 

School leaders and governance must be able to account for how this funding is 
being used to achieve the central goal of pupils getting back on track. 

The school follows a data driven monitoring cycle continually evaluating and 
reviewing practice. 

Ofsted plans to resume routine inspections in 2021. Ofsted will make judgements 
about the quality of education being provided, and that will include how leaders are 
using their funding (including catch-up funding) to ensure the curriculum has a 
positive impact on all pupils. 

 


