Music
Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything.” ― Plato

Curriculum Intent
Pupils will leave with an understanding that music is a universal language that is creative. We intend for them to have developed a
love of music and to have become ‘musicians’, with increased self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. They will have
developed a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to musical works, and take
their enjoyment of music into their future lives. The skills of musical learning, presented within each year group are part of a
learning spiral. Over time, children develop new musical skills and concepts, and also revisit established ones. Repeating a musical
skill enables them to reinforce their musical understanding to improve the quality of their musicianship. We have access to the
‘Charanga Musical School’ on-line resource to support teachers to plan and deliver a high quality music curriculum, and ensure
pupils have a secure understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music. Pupils will be taught to: perform, listen to, review and
evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and
musicians; learn to sing and to use their voices; to create and compose music on their own and with others; use a variety of
instruments; use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence and
understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. We will provide extracurricular opportunities for
music. There is a clear plan for progression. Children will be supported to close any gaps in their learning. Where children show
high ability, talent and interest, they will be appropriately challenged. Every effort will be made to identify and lift barriers to learning.
The subject will be presented as one to enjoy.

Curriculum Implementation
The ‘Charanga’ scheme is one resource used to support the teaching of music, however other schemes and resources are used to
support teaching and learning. Music is taught with support from music specialists from the Norfolk Music Service. The music
curriculum ensures that children sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in classroom activities as well as in
collective worship, school productions and musical projects in and out of school. Weekly music lessons are offered to pupils who

wish to learn instruments as an additional cost to parents. Pupils have the opportunity to sing as part of a choir and whole school.
Pupils are given opportunities to play instruments as a part of an ensemble.
The learning objectives for the music curriculum reflect the cross curricular theme which is being covered at any given time.
We enjoy regular music ‘days’ and activities so that children are able to explore how music is made, played, appreciated and
analysed. The children are given the opportunity to play both tuned and un tuned percussion instruments and use online keyboard
programmes. This enables the children to learn how to read basic music notation and compose music of their own to perform and
analyse.
Composing or performing using body percussion and vocal sounds is also part of the curriculum, which develops the understanding
of music elements without the added complexity of using an instrument.
Pupils will use what they have learnt about music in original ways across many other areas of the curriculum such as art, dance,
drama, role play, stories and other curricular subjects.
The school is continually developing resources to support teaching and learning.

Curriculum Impact
The school celebrates children’s achievements in music during performances and celebration assemblies and on the website and
in newsletters, demonstrating the subject’s valued status in the school. The children show a joy for singing together in Collective
Worship in school, in church and at community events.
A range of formative assessment strategies are used to inform and address any trends or gaps in progress and attainment.
Summative assessments take place and teachers record the progress and attainment against National Curriculum expectations of
attainment. Teachers use this information to inform future lessons; ensuring children are supported and challenged appropriately.
Further information is gathered through pupil feedback; highlighting strengths and achievement and any improvements, knowledge
and skills that still need to be embedded.
Pupils are encouraged and supported to learn instruments and join musical groups.
Children in Foundation Stage are assessed within Expressive Arts and Design and their progress is tracked in their individual
learning journeys. Age related expectation levels are reported to parents at the end of the reception year.

The desired impact of our music curriculum is that it will develop social skills, confidence, resilience and inspire children’s creativity
and ability to express themselves in a way which will have a positive life-long impact.

Progression Document – Music

Early Years

KS1 Skills

Use voices
in different
ways

Use voices
expressively

Explore
making and
playing
simple
musical
instruments
using a
range of
materials
including
natural
objects

Play tuned
and un-tuned
instruments

Year 1
Year 2
KS2 Skills
Year 3
Year 4
Controlling Sounds through singing and playing (Play and Perform)
Use voices in
Sing songs in To sing in
To sing in
Use voices
unison,
different ways
unison
expressively and unison and
two parts
becoming
such as
maintaining
creatively. To
aware of pitch. the correct
speaking,
sing with the
singing and
pitch and
sense of shape
chanting
using
of the melody
increasing
expression.
To create and
choose sounds
To perform
simple
rhythmical
patterns,
beginning to
show an
awareness of
pulse.

To create and
choose sounds
for a specific
effect. To
perform
rhythmical
patterns and
accompaniments,
keeping a steady
pulse.

To play tuned
and un-tuned
instruments
with control
and accuracy

To perform
simple
rhythmic and
musical parts,
beginning to
vary the pitch
with a small
range of
notes.

To play and
perform parts
with an
increasing
number of
notes,
beginning to
show musical
expression by
changing
dynamics.

Year 5
To sing in
unison with
clear diction,
controlled
pitch and
sense of
phrase.
To play and
perform parts
in a range of
solo and
ensemble
contexts with
increasing
accuracy and
expression.

Year 6
To sing in
solo, unison
and in parts
with clear
diction,
controlled
pitch and with
sense of
phrase
To play and
perform with
accuracy,
fluency,
control and
expression

To watch,
listen and
join in with
others
performing

Rehearse
and perform
with others

Experiment
with sounds
using man
made and
natural
objects

Create
musical
patterns

Explore how
to make
sounds
change eg
louder softer
higher lower

Explore,
choose and
organise
sounds and
musical ideas

Have
freedom to
respond and
move to
music

Explore and
express ideas
and feelings
about music
using
movement,
dance and
expressive

To think about others when
performing.

To think about others while
To practise,
rehearse and performing.
present
performances
with an
awareness of
the audience

Creating and developing musical ideas (Create and Compose)
To know about
Repeat short
To create
Improvise,
To create
developing
and experiment
rhythmic and
simple
rhythmical
with sounds
melodic patterns rhythmic and rhythmical
and simple
melodic
patterns that
melodic
material
use a small
patterns using
when
range of
an increased
performing
notes.
number of
notes.
To begin to
To join layers
To recognise
Explore,
To begin to
join simple
of sound,
and explore how explore and
choose,
thinking about
sounds can be
choose and order combine and layers of
sound, e.g. a
musical
organised, To
sounds using the organise
dynamics of
identify and
musical ideas background
inter-related
with musical
rhythm and a
each layer
organise sounds dimensions of
structures
solo melody.
and
using simple
music
understanding
criteria e.g. loud,
the effect.
soft, high low.
Responding and reviewing appraising skills
To talk about
To explore
Analyse and
To respond to
To recognise
how music
and comment and explore
compare
different moods
sounds
makes you feel
on the ways
in music and
the ways
Explore and
or want to move. explain thinking
sounds can be sounds can
E.g. it makes me about changes in explain ideas used
be combined
and feelings
want to
expressively.
sound.
and used
about music
jump/sleep/shout
expressively
using
etc.

To maintain
my own part
and be aware
how the
different parts
fit together.

To think about
the audience
when
performing
and how to
create a
specific effect.

To create
increasingly
complicated
rhythmic and
melodic
phrases
within given
structures.

To create and
improvise
melodic and
rhythmic
phrases as
part of a
group
performance
and compose
by developing
ideas within a
range of given
musical
structures.

To describe,
compare and
evaluate
different types
of music
beginning to
use musical
words.

To describe,
compare and
evaluate
different types
of music
using a range
of musical

and musical
language.

To make
To think about
Watch and
improvements and make simple
listen to how to my own
suggestions
others
work
about what could
respond to
make their own
music
work better. E.g:
play faster or
louder.

Learn a
song and/or
rhyme with
others

To listen with
concentration
and recall
sounds within
increasing
aural
memory.

To know how
Listen to
the combined
songs/music musical
of different
elements of
pitch,

To identify what
improvements
could be made to
own work and
make these
changes,
including altering
use of voice,
playing of and
choice of
instruments.

movement,
dance and
expressive
and musical
language.
To reflect on
and improve
own and
others work
in relation to
its intended
effect

and comment
on this effect.

To comment
on the
effectiveness
of own work,
identifying and
making
improvements.

To comment
on the
effectiveness
of own work,
identifying
and making
improvements
based on its
intended
outcome.

Listening and applying knowledge and understanding
To begin to
To listen with To listen with
To identify and
To listen to
attention to
identify simple
attention and
recognise
and recall
repeated
begin to recall patterns of
repeated patterns detail and to
internalise
patterns and
sounds.
and follow a
sounds with
and recall
follow basic
wider range of
increasing
sounds.
musical
musical
accuracy.
instructions.
instructions To
listen with
attention to detail
and to internalise
and recall sounds
To begin to
To understand
To
To know how To begin to
understand that
how musical
understand
the combined understand
musical
elements create
how different
how different
musical
elements can be different moods
musical
musical
elements of
used to create
and effects.
pitch,
elements are
elements are

vocabulary
including the
inter-related
dimensions of
music*.
To comment
To evaluate
on the
the success
success of
of own and
own and
others work,
others work,
suggesting
suggesting
specific
improvements improvements
based on
based on
intended
intended
outcomes.
outcomes and
comment on
how this could
be achieved.
To listen to
and recall a
range of
sounds and
patterns of
sounds
confidently.

To listen to,
internalise
and recall
sounds and
patterns of
sounds with
accuracy and
confidence.

To begin to
identify the
relationship
between
sounds and

To identify
and explore
the
relationship
between

genres and
moods

Watch
someone
write music
Then have
manuscript
paper
available for
child
initiated
activities
To listen to
music and
discuss
what they
hear

duration,
dynamics,
tempo,
tembre,
texture and
silence can
be organised
and used
expressively
within simple
structures.

different moods
and effects.

To
understand
that sounds
can be made
in different
ways and
described
using given
and invented
signs and
symbols.
To know how
music is used
for particular
purposes

To begin to
represent
sounds with
simple sounds
including
shapes and
marks.

To confidently
represent sounds
with a range of
symbols, shapes
or marks.

To listen to
short, simple
pieces of music
and talk about
when and why
they may hear it.
E.g: a lullaby or
Wedding march.

To listen to
pieces of music
and discuss
where and when
they may be
heard explaining
why using simple
musical
vocabulary. E.g.

duration,
dynamics,
tempo,
timbre,
texture and
silence can
be organised
within
musical
structures
and used to
communicate
different
moods and
effects.
To know that
music is
produced in
different
ways and
described
through
relevant
established
and invented
notations.
To
understand
how time and
place can
influence the
way music is
created.

combined and
used to create
an effect.

combined and
used
expressively.

how music
can reflect
different
meanings.

sounds and
how music
can reflect
different
meanings.

To begin to
recognise
simple
notations to
represent
music,
including pitch
and volume.

To
understand
and begin to
use
established
and
invented
musical
notations to
represent
music.
To listen to,
understand a
wide range of
high quality
live and
recorded
music drawn
from different
traditions,

To recognise
and use a
range of
musical
notations
including staff
notation.

To use and
apply a range
of musical
notations
including staff
notation, to
plan, revise
and refine
musical
material.

To listen to a
range of high
quality, live
and recorded
music from
different
traditions,
composers
and

To develop an
understanding
of the history
of music from
different,
cultures,
traditions,
composers
and

To listen to
and begin to
respond to
music drawn
from different
traditions and
great
composers

It’s quiet and
smooth so it
would be good
for a lullaby.

Foundation

Year 1

Year 2

and
musicians.

great
composers
and
musicians.

Working at Greater Depth
Composing
Can they begin to sequence sounds
to create a rhythm or beat?
Can they repeat (short rhythmic and
melodic) patterns?
Can they begin to read pictorial
representations of music? (e.g.
colour coded bells, music story maps)
Can they perform a rhythm to a steady Can they give a reason for choosing
pulse?
an instrument?
Can they repeat (short rhythmic and
Can they identify what different
melodic) patterns?
sounds could represent and give a
reason why?
Performing
Can they perform a rhythm?

Can they understand the importance of
a warm up?
Can they sing/play rhythmic patterns in
contrasting dynamics; keeping to the
pulse?

Can they use simple structures (e.g.
repetition and order) in a piece of
music?
Do they know that phrases are where
we breathe in a song?

musicians
and begin to
discuss their
differences
and how
music may
have
changed over
time.

musicians
evaluating
how venue,
occasion and
purpose
effects the
way that
music is
created and
performed.

Appraising
Can they identify reasons why they
like some music more than others?

Can they identify texture - listening
for whether there is more than one
sound at the same time?
Can they identify musical structure
in a piece of music (verse, chorus
etc.)?
Can they tell whether a change (e.g.
pitch, tempo, dynamic, texture and
timbre) is gradual or sudden and
describe its effect?

Year 3

Can they sing/play rhythmic patterns in
contrasting tempo; keeping to the
pulse?

Year 4

Can they use selected pitches
simultaneously to produce simple
harmony?

Year 5

Can they use pitches simultaneously to
produce harmony by building up
simple chords?
Can they explain how tempo changes
the character of music?

Year 6

Can they perform a piece of music
which contains two (or more) distinct
melodic or rhythmic parts, knowing
how the parts will fit together?

Can they create accompaniments for
melodies?
Can they compose a simple piece of
music that they can recall to use
again?
Do they understand metre in 4 beats;
then 3 beats?
Can they explore and use sets of
pitches, e.g. 4 or 5 note scales?
Can they show how they can use
dynamics to provide contrast?
Can they devise and play a repeated
sequence of pitches on a tuned
instrument to accompany a song?

Can they show how a small change of
tempo can make a piece of music
more effective?
Do they use the full range of
chromatic pitches to build up chords,
melodic lines and bass lines?

Can they recognise changes in
sounds that move incrementally and
more dramatically?
Can they compare repetition,
contrast and variation within a piece
of music?
Can they identify how a change in
timbre can change the effect of a
piece of music?
Can they identify where a gradual
change in dynamics has helped to
shape a phrase of music?
Can they identify (and use) how
patterns of repetitions, contrasts
and variations can be organised to
give structure to a melody, rhythm,
dynamic and timbre?
Can they appraise the introductions,
interludes and endings for songs
and compositions they have
created?
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Keywords

A capella

Without accompaniment from musical
instruments

bridge/middle
8

Contrasting section which leads back to
main material

appraising

Listening carefully

chord

arrangement

How voices and instruments are used in a
song where they occur within the song.
Beats 2 and 4 in a drum-line or if we are
clapping along with the music.
The accompaniment to a song

chorus

The level of volume at which players sing or
play; if the balance is good then everyone
can be heard
Playing/singing/performing together
word used to describe
playing/singing/performing together.

composing
dynamics
harmony

How loud or quiet the music is.
Different notes, sung or played at the same
time, to produce chords.

A term used in pop music to describe a
short catchy phrase or riff that we can’t stop
singing; the bit that ‘hooks’ us in; the main
musical idea from a song that we remember
Music heard at the beginning of a song or
piece of music

improvise

To make up a tune and play it on the spot;
there is an assumption that it can never be
recreated

bridge

The words of a song. melody Another name
for a tune.
The first ever version of a song.
A fixed five-note pattern eg the five black
keys on a piano.
A short section in a song, before the chorus
The heartbeat or steady beat of a
song/piece of music

notation

a section of music that can take us from a
verse to a chorus, just as a bridge over a
river takes us from one place to another.
Ways to visually represent music

ostinato
performing

A short repeated pattern
Singing and playing instruments.

pitch
rhythm

The range of high and low sounds
The combination of long and short sounds
to make patterns

back beat
backing
balance
band
ensemble
hook

introduction
lyrics
original
pentatonic scale
Pre-chorus
Pulse/beat

coda
cover

More than one note played at the same
time
A repeated section in a song which gives
the main message.
Short section which brings the song or
piece to an end
A version of a song performed by someone
other than the original artist that might
sound a bit – or very – different
Creating and developing musical ideas and
'fixing' these

riff

A short repeated phrase, often played on a
lead instrument such as guitar, piano or
saxophone
structure/form/shape How the sections (verses and choruses etc)
of a song are ordered to make the whole
piece
tempo
An Italian word used to describe how
fast/slow the music goes
verse
A section in a song which has the same
tune but different words

solo

An Italian word used to describe
playing/singing/performing on our own

texture

Layers of sound in music.

timbre

The quality and character of the sound

